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                                                                           To International Weightlifting Federation

For:  President Mr. Mohammed Jalood
                                                                           For: General Secretary  Mr. Antonio Urso
                                                                            June 16 ,2023
Dear Mr. President, Dear Mr. General Secretary,
Thank you for your letter, dated May 27, 2023, in which you briefly described the IWF's position on the issue in question to the RWF and provided (14 days after the decision of May 12, 2023) at least a few details regarding the Executive Board decision on the procedure for admitting Russian athletes to international competitions. Unfortunately, neither the Executive Board meeting excerpt published on the IWF website, nor any other documents contain information on other options considered by the Working Group, and whether they had been considered at all. It would be a disappointment to learn that instead of fruitful and hard work in the interests of clean athletes and greater competition in weightlifting the Working Group merely repeated the "recommendations" of the IOC.Moreover, there is no information on the voters who passed the decision or regarding how it was done. It also remains unclear who asked the relevant questions or how. No details have been provided regarding the discussion on the applicability to Policy of recommendations made by UN human rights experts, who insisted that no restrictions on national and/or political grounds would be allowed, etc. All this, unfortunately, leads us to the conclusion, that the IWF Executive Board meeting was a mere formality, and only strengthened someone else's (outside of the international weightlifting family) intention to impose illegal restrictions on Russian athletes, intensify tensions in the world of weightlifting, and even trigger a split. We also note with regret the fact that despite the incredible promptness of the IWF in making decisions to ban Russian athletes from participating in international competitions (both in March 2022 and in May 2023), the details of such decisions tend to be disclosed to all interested parties with surprisingly substantial delay. At the same time, the most interested parties of all - the athletes and support personnel - are given an extremely short timeframe (several days, or even several hours) to make the most important decisions about signing some questionable "declarations", with nearly complete lack of understanding, explanations, clarifications and additional documents from the IWF. In order to ensure the familiarization of the largest possible number of Russian athletes and coaches with the Policy and to make this process as transparent as possible, the RWF made the said document and the "declaration" available for athletes to sign on its website on May 13, 2023 immediately, upon receipt of the said document from the IWF.
The RWF received a huge number of confused questions from Russian athletes who studied the texts of both documents. The most frequently asked questions are listed below
1. Why do clean Russian athletes, who have always respected and strictly observed the Olympic Charter, have to sign some "declaration", which makes them express certain political views thus contradicting Article 50.2 of the Olympic Charter and Article 4.2.z.ii of the IWF Constitution?
2. Why are Russian athletes the only ones who have to share and express certain political views along with meeting the general sporting requirements in order to be allowed to take part in the competitions while other athletes around the world - on the contrary - are requested to stay away from expressing any political views, at least during the competition and in public.
3. Which document (or provision of such document) provides for discrimination (namely, dividing athletes from different countries into different "grades") making the “less privileged” athletes sign some "declarations" of political nature? Could it be the Olympic Charter, the IWF Constitution or maybe some other relevant document?
4. Why, are questions about the signing of certain “declarations” and other not sport- relented criteria for entry into international competitions even allowed exclusively with regard to Russian athletes (i.e., citizens of the Russian Federation) in breach of all existing international legal acts on human rights and in spite of the relevant UN Expert Group recommendations?
5. Why is the fundamental principle of equality of the world Olympic movement (see The fundamental principles of Olympism enshrined in the Olympic Charter and Article 4.2.z.II of the IWF Constitution) violated with respect to Russian athletes who are not only prejudged as offenders (and will subsequently be prosecuted even after having signed some strange "declarations", not provided for by either the Olympic Charter or the IWF Constitution), but also obligated to fill out certain "declarations", unlike athletes from other countries, including those currently at war, etc.?
6. Why exclusively Russian athletes are banned from participating in international competitions based on the strange criterion of belonging to "military structures or related to national security institutions of any kind"? Why is there obvious inequality among athletes? Why are Swiss athletes (subordinated to the national Federal Department of Defense, Civil Protection and Sports) or German athletes of international level (whose activities are funded and managed by the Federal Ministry of the Interior and Population of Germany), allowed to compete without any having to sign any "declarations"? Or, what about athletes representing countries and regions that have been in a state of armed conflict for years, such as Syria and Turkey, Palestine and Israel, Serbia and Kosovo, Armenia and Azerbaijan?
7. Why are both the Policy, and the "declaration", based on Swiss legislation unfamiliar to the vast majority of Russian athletes? And yet, they are supposed to confirm that they fully understand the document in question by signing it. What is the basis for the statement according to which the act of signing certain political “declarations” condemning the leadership and policy of the Russian government by Russian athletes (Russian citizens residing on the territory of Russia) does not fall under the relevant Russian legislation [quod non, as a matter of fact it does], according to which such actions can be qualified as a criminal offence and have negative repercussions?
8. Why do international competitions held by the IWF and the IOC continue to be called "equal access" competitions, if this is no longer true? Are regular Russian athletes to understand that if the statement about the status of such competitions as "equal" is no longer accurate, then other statements about such competitions being "honest", "protecting the interests of clean athletes", "free from doping", "free from external influence, including sponsor companies and states exerting obvious pressure on the IOC" are similarly inaccurate? Do such international competitions comply with the fundamental principles of Olympism as laid down by Baron Pierre de Coubertin? And, in this regard, can they be considered adequate "qualification for the Olympic Games" and/or "Olympic events", in which Russian athletes expressed their wish to participate? Or are these different competitions based on “rules”, which in fact are constantly changing in favor of        those countries that have appropriated the right to establish and arbitrarily change such "rules", demanding unquestioning obedience from others?

Unfortunately, the RWF does not know how to answer these questions (though they are right on the surface) asked by Russian athletes. The minutes of the IWF Executive Board meeting of May 12, 2023 are also unlikely to be of help, since it is clear that the IWF and, in particular, its "specially created Working Group" simply withdrew from discussing this important issue and confined itself by merely "accepting the IOC recommendations".
Dear colleagues, it is hard to imagine a more cynical attitude towards members of our own weightlifting community. It can only be interpreted as an act of betrayal of the athletes’ interests. The saddest thing is that this act of betrayal occurred within a single whole sports community despite all the assurances of "eternal friendship and cohesion of the weightlifting family" is a fact witnessed by both Russian athletes and their counterparts from a number of other nations.
We consider the decisions in question unjust. They go against everything the Olympic principles stand for and are a part of the shadow politics of the IWF management who are responsible for the recent scandals and keep causing reputational damage to weightlifting in general. The network of corruption created by Tamash Ayan’s and everyone who has become a part of it were exposed in Hajo Seppelt whistleblowing documentaries. In addition all of these people along with their protectors from within IOC were brought into the spotlight by the Richard Mclaren report, which was not released to the general public (upon IOC request).
Consequently not a single athlete has come forward to confirm to the RWF his or her willingness to sign the “declaration”. The reasons, we believe, are quite clear and outlined above.
Having discussed the Policy, the "declaration" and feedback received from the Russian athletes and coaches at its meeting on June 9, 2023, the RWF Executive Board unanimously agreed to the following on the matter of the IWF Policy and the "declaration":
· All athletes from around the world must be treated equally and cannot be involved in politics, in strict compliance with the prohibition on political expressions, statements, and manifestation of political opinions, as set out in the Olympic Charter;
· All athletes from around the world, including those from the countries that are in the acute phases of internal or external conflicts, must be allowed to compete with no restrictions (except for the compliance with "sports" criteria), because sports in general and the Olympic Games in particular, are intended to unite people, but not to separate them;- Russian athletes, as well as other members of the international weightlifting family, have the same rights to employment in organizations and forms available (in their states), including the right to play sports and work in bodies responsible for national defense and/or internal security;
-Discrimination based on nationality is unacceptable. This includes prohibitions on the use of the flag and the national anthem of countries that athletes represent. Therefore in accordance with the Olympic principle of equality all participants of sports competitions must be allowed to display their national colors and to play their anthems. A reasonable  alternative of course would be prohibiting both flags and anthems for all the contestants. The latter would be in line with the original Olympic Charter (article 6.1) and the principles formulated by Pierre-de-Coubertin who emphasized that competitions are to be held among athletes, not countries.

- For unclear reasons, in violation of the generally recognized principle of pacta tertiis nec nocent nec prosunt and without legal basis, a fine for failure to comply with the “declaration” signed by a particular athlete shall be imposed on the RWF, which is not a party to the "declaration".

In other words, Russian weightlifters, who meet all the requirements of the anti-doping regulations and the IWF Constitution, will only compete on the same terms as all athletes representing other IWF member-states. We find the proposal to sign political declarations (which are in contradiction with the Russian legislation and the Olympic Charter) made by the IWF to the Russian athletes, coaches and other relevant personnel engaged in the sphere of weightlifting regarding their participation in international competitions discriminatory. There for the participation of Russian team in international competitions on these highly politicized terms is unacceptable.
Russian weightlifters have always aspired to take part in sporting events held in accordance with the Olympic Charter and based on the core principles of Olympism enshrined therein. Russian athletes strongly believe that sports competitions based on discriminatory, shady and constantly changing "rules” do not agree with the spirit of Olympism and can hardly be referred to as either “international” or “Olympic” - and find such events not worth participating in.
I would like to take the opportunity to comment on the question you raised in your letter, dated May 27, 2023 regarding the alleged failure by the RWF to make timely payments for previous anti-doping rule violations by Russian athletes. (As we understand, this is considered to be the main reason why Russian athletes are not admitted to international competitions by the IWF - otherwise why would such a question be raised in a letter concerning the admission to qualifying competitions?).
We hereby again (since this has been already reported to you both in writing and orally) inform you that at present the RWF (a legal entity established under the Russian law) is unable to make any payments to the IWF (a legal entity established under Swiss law with bank accounts in Switzerland and Hungary) due to mandatory sanctions imposed by the government authorities of Switzerland and Hungary (EU), respectively. The RWF is willing to make payments as previously agreed, based on the settlements reconciliation; however, for these payments to go through the IWF should request a general or special government permission (from Switzerland and/or Hungary (EC)) for the relevant transaction from its government authorities
The RWF has always upheld a fair and objective position towards all national and continental weightlifting federations and promoted the concept of the peaceful mission of sports. Unfortunately, this contrasts with the current approach of the IWF, the EWF and politicians representing certain countries, who use double standards and only pour oil on the flames of tensions, animosity and discrimination.
On behalf of all Russian weightlifters, the RWF Executive Board calls for the IWF to show responsibility and immediately abstain from discriminatory unilateral measures. The irresponsible approach of the IWF can only contribute to the escalating the crisis in our favorite sport, causing its deterioration in many countries and the disintegration of the international weightlifting community.
Sincerely,[image: image3.jpg]
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The RWF President





Annex 1
May 12, 2023
IWF Press Release – Executive Board meeting

Following an online meeting of its Executive Board (EB) today, the IWF decided to endorse and apply the IOC’s “Recommendations for International Federations and international sports event organisers on the participation of athletes with a Russian or Belarusian passport in international competitions.”
These conditions relate to the eligibility criteria which athletes with a Russian or Belarusian passport must adhere to in order to take part in IWF competitions, as well as the observance of their strict neutrality status during their participation in those events.

As part of this process, individual checks will be performed by independent agencies on all athletes and respective support personnel with Russian or Belarusian passports, who are aiming to take part in IWF competitions.

The IWF would like to highlight that this decision, also strongly supported by the IWF Athletes Commission, represents the best possible balance between, maintaining the IWF’s ongoing position of solidarity with Ukraine and the need to preserve as much as possible the opportunity for all individual neutral athletes to practice sport irrespective of their nationalities.

From the beginning of this profound crisis, which deeply affects the conduct of international sport, the IWF has been mindful to observe the recommendations issued by the International Olympic Committee.

Annex 2
D E C L A R A T I O N & U N D E R T A K I N G
 I, undersigned (Athlete/Athletes’ Support Personnel), being fully aware of and understanding the contents of this declaration and undertaking, accept the following terms and conditions as condition to my participation to IWF competitions and to the validity of results I obtain in these competitions:
1. As part of my general obligations as participant to IWF competitions, I shall at all times abide by the IWF rules and regulations and in particular and without limitation, with all applicable provisions the IWF Competition Rules and the IWF Antidoping Rules.
2. I further hereby specifically confirm to have read and understood the Policy Concerning Participation of Russian and Belarussian Athletes issued by the IWF Executive Board on 12 May 2023 (hereinafter the “Policy”).
3. I hereby confirm that I understand and accept that, in view of the extraordinary circumstances resulting from the war in Ukraine, my eligibility to participate and the validity of my corresponding entry in IWF competitions through my national federation is specifically subject to the conditions set forth in the Policy.
4. I do hereby expressly confirm that at the time of the execution of this declaration no exclusion criteria set forth in art. 1 of the Policy applies to me.
5. I undertake to continue to abstain from expressing any support to the war and will immediately and voluntarily notify any relevant change in my activities that occurs after the date of this declaration.
6. I undertake to duly and fully cooperate with any process of verification performed pursuant to art. 3 of the Policy. I understand and accept that adverse inferences may be drawn from failure to fully cooperate with the verification process, notably through refusal to answer and/or to provide evidence.
7. I hereby understand and accept that my participation to any IWF competition will subject to the requirements set forth in art.6 of the Policy and I undertake to fully abide thereby.
8. I understand and accept that my participation to IWF competitions, including competitions which may serve as qualifiers for the Olympic Games 2024 in Paris does not imply a right to participate thereto as decisions regarding such participation are within the sole and exclusive jurisdiction of the International Olympic Committee.
9. This declaration and undertaking the Policy are subject to Swiss Law and any dispute in connection therewith shall be exclusively and finally decided by the Court of Arbitration for Sport Lausanne after exhaustion of internal remedies (proceedings in front of the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission pursuant to art.8 of the Policy).
Name:
Function (for Athletes Support Personnel)
Date: Signature: _______________________________
Annex: Policy Concerning Participation of Russian and Belarussian Athletes to IWF competition

Annex 3
IWF POLICY

concerning participation

of Russian and Belarussian athletes to IWF competitions

Preamble

The IWF Executive Board has carefully reconsidered the issue of participation of Russian and Belarussian athletes in IWF competitions.

The IWF Executive Bard underlines that the extraordinary situation arising out of the war in Ukraine places all the International Sport Governing bodies and, among them, the IWF before a profound and difficult dilemma.

The IWF is called to draw a delicate balance between, on the one hand, the need to show solidarity with Ukraine and respect for the countries supporting its sufferings and to secure the proper conduct of competitions in a safe and serene environment, but on the other hand also, the need to preserve as much as possible the opportunity for all individual athletes to practice sport irrespective of their nationalities.

From the beginning in this profound crisis which deeply affects the conduct of international sport, the IWF has been mindful to observe the recommendations issued by the International Olympic Committee.

This Policy is based on the Recommendations for International Federations and International Event Organisers and international sport event organisers on the participation with a Russian or Belarussian passport in internal competitions which are the recommendations lastly issued by the IOC on 28 March 2023. These recommendations reopen the possibility of athlete participation subject to certain strict requirements.

This Policy accordingly defines the terms and conditions under which individual Russian and Belarussian may be eligible to participate in IWF competitions.

1. Participation subject to specific exclusion criteria

From the issuance of this Policy and subject to its revocation or amendment in accordance with art. 9 below, Russian and Belarussian athletes (the “Athletes”) may be eligible to be entered and to participate in IWF competitions as individual athletes provided that neither of the following exclusion criteria apply:

· Athletes who are or become contracted or are or become in any way connected to the Russian or Belarussian military or national security agencies and/or entities, whether public or private, providing services in support of the war in Ukraine, and/or are in any way personally engaged in the conduct, support or promotion of the war in Ukraine are not eligible to participate in IWF competitions.

· Athletes who have declared or at any time declare support to the war in any way, form or occasion or through any mean, including without limitation social media, are not eligible to participate in IWF competitions.

2. Athlete’s Declaration and Undertaking

As a strict condition to be entered for and participate in any IWF competition, each Athlete shall execute a personal Athlete’s Declaration and Undertaking (Exhibit 1) confirming that neither of the exclusion criteria set forth in art. 1 above applies in his or her respect at the time of the execution of the declaration nor at any time thereafter and for as long as this Policy remains in force.

The Athletes have the obligation to be truthful and complete in their declaration. Concealment of elements constituting exclusion criteria may lead to sanctions as provided for in art. 8 below.

Upon their issuance and irrespective of an entry for a specific competition, an executed copy of each Athlete’s Declaration and Undertaking shall be provided to the IWF with a copy of the passport by their respective national federation which shall confirm and attest that it has been executed by the Athlete identified on the declaration. The national federation shall further confirm that the content of the Athlete’s Declarations and Undertakings is truthful, complete and correct. Concealment of elements constitutive of the exclusion criteria by the national federation may lead to sanctions against the Athlete and the national federation.

3. Eligibility checks

Upon receipt of Athlete’s Declarations and Undertakings or at any time thereafter, checks will be performed, respectively may be repeated from time to time, to ensure that the content of the Athlete’s Declarations and Undertakings is and remains truthful and correct.

The initial checks and related investigations will be entrusted to an independent investigation agency. The same applies to verifications to the extent they may become needed at a later stage.

The national federations and the Athletes shall fully and actively cooperate in the verification process. Adverse inferences may be drawn from lack of active cooperation.

If, upon receipt of the declarations or at any time thereafter, including but not limited to the occasion of an entry process, it becomes apparent that an exclusion criterion applies despite the confirmation set forth in the declarations, the Executive Board will declare the concerned Athlete ineligible for as long as this Policy remains in effect. The decision of the Executive Board becomes immediately enforceable. The Athlete may file an objection in front of the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission within ten days (see art. 8 below). The objection does not stay the decision of the Executive Board.

If the IWF Executive Board considers that further consequences may be warranted beyond the ineligibility, it may refer the matter to the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission within ten days. In that case, the objection (if any) and referral are to be consolidated in the same proceedings in front of the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission.

4. Entry of Athletes by their respective national federations

Athletes eligible pursuant to this Policy shall be entered to IWF competitions by their respective national federation as provided for by the IWF Competition Rules, subject however to the following specific additional requirements which must be strictly observed.

The entry process shall be performed as a neutral administrative process. It has the sole purpose of allowing the entry and participation of the Athletes eligible pursuant to the Policy as individual athletes. Collectively, they do not form a delegation representing their respective national federation.

The national federation shall file a list of Athletes to be entered on a separate neutral headed document without reference to the country and/or any distinctive emblem, symbol, logo or flag.

The national federation shall annex to the list of Athletes a copy of corresponding duly executed Athlete’s Declarations & Undertakings.

The national federation shall, with each application for entry, issue a statement that it files the entries in accordance with this Policy and that it specifically confirms that each of the entered Athletes was eligible pursuant to art. 1 above at the time he/she executed the Athlete’s Declarations & Undertakings and continues to be eligible at the time of entry.

The national federation shall provide any additional information or clarification which may be reasonably requested in connection with any entry.

Entries which do not fully observe the above specific conditions shall be deemed as non-existent and shall be deemed as not being filed in due time unless they are duly completed or corrected within the entry deadline or within a short additional deadline granted at the discretion of the party managing the entries.

In the event the Executive Board considers that the national federation fails to properly cooperate to the entry process and notably fails to provide complete and truthful information, it may refer the matter to the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission to adjudicate consequences against the concerned national federation.

For the avoidance of doubt, the national federations are and remain fully responsible in respect of their respective athletes, notably and without limitation as regards consequences under the IWF Constitution or the IWF Anti-Doping Rules of antidoping violations, whether committed out or in competition, including at competitions to which the Athletes participate pursuant to this Policy.

5. Athlete Support Personnel

Athlete Support Personnel to provide individual support to Athletes entered at a competition, in particular in technical and medical respects, may be entered for IWF competitions. Only Athlete Support Personnel reasonably needed may be entered and the number of entries maybe accordingly limited. Each Athlete Support Personnel entered for participation is, mutatis mutandis, subject to the eligibility conditions set forth in art. 1 of this Policy. Each Athlete Support Personnel shall in particular also execute a declaration in accordance with art. 2 of this Policy and is subject to checks pursuant to art. 3 of this Policy.

Athlete Support Personnel is to be entered in parallel to the Athletes they assist pursuant to the provisions of art. 4 of this Policy and observing the same conditions and requirements. Entries for Athlete Support Personnel must specify their support function(s) in connection with a or several athletes.

6. Requirements to be observed at or in connection with competitions

The Athletes and Athlete Support Personnel shall wear neutral uniform, clothing and attire.

They must be in one tone in solid grey colour (without designs nor patterns). They shall not bear any inscription (including any abbreviation) referring to Russia or Belarus, and /or any national emblems, symbols or logos, nor any markings or designs, which can be perceived as making reference to the Athletes’ respective country or national federation, nor any inscription, sign or marking which may be understood as a reference to the war and support thereto.

The Athletes and Athlete Support Personnel shall abstain from any statement or behaviour (of any nature whether by word, song, signs or move) which may be interpreted as a support to the war or otherwise be in contradiction with the spirit of the content and spirit of this art. 6.

These requirements apply at the competition venue(s) but also in the wider environment of the competition, including any official area apart from the venue(s) or area used in connection with the competitions, without limitation, the hotels and travel to and from the competition venue(s) and to from the competition city, or on any occasion (for example official invitations, press conferences etc.) held in connection with the competition.

Without prejudice to consequences and sanctions pursuant to art. 8 below, the IWF (through the competition officials entrusted with the implementation of the requirements set forth in this article) may take immediate measures to preserve the competition and require the concerned Athlete or Athlete’s Support Personnel to immediately remove or cover any element and/or to immediately discontinue any behaviour, which in their discretion may not be in compliance with the above. In case of refusal, the concerned Athlete and/or Athlete’s Support Personal may immediately be removed from the competition venue and/or be excluded from the competition.

If the IWF Executive Board considers that further consequences may be warranted beyond exclusion from the specific competition, it may refer the matter to the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission (see art. 8 below).

7. Consequences of subsequent applicability of
exclusion criterion.

In the event, an exclusion criterion is found to apply in connection with an Athlete initially determined as eligible, then, irrespective of whether or not the concerned criterion did exist from the beginning and was concealed, or whether it materialised thereafter, the Athlete or Athlete Support Personnel shall automatically and immediately become and thereafter remain ineligible for participation in any further IWF competition for as long as this Policy remains in effect.

Athletes or Athletes Support Personnel in respect to which the first exclusion criterion set forth in art. 1 of this Policy becomes subsequently applicable have the obligation to inform the IWF and to voluntarily waive their eligibility. Failure to do so may lead to sanctions in accordance with art. 8 below.

The ineligibility based on the existence of an exclusion criteria is an objective consequence and may be implemented directly and immediately by the Executive Board. The decision of the Executive Board becomes immediately enforceable. The Athlete or Athlete or Athlete Support Personnel may however file an objection in front of the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission within ten days. The objection does not stay the decision of the Executive Board.

If the IWF Executive Board considers that consequences or sanctions may be warranted beyond the ineligibility, it may refer the matter to the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission within ten days. In that case, objection (if any) and referral are to be consolidated in front of the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission.

8. Issues to be adjudicated by the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission

The Ethics and Disciplinary Commission shall be in charge of adjudicating the following issues:

· Upon objection of an Athlete or Athlete Support Personnel to a decision of the Executive Board to declare him/her ineligible, to determine whether or not an exclusion criterion applies and accordingly whether the ineligibility has to be confirmed or lifted.

· Upon referral of the Executive Board, to decide whether in view of the circumstances (further) consequences or sanctions have to be applied against the concerned Athletes, Athlete or Athlete Support Personnel and/or federation, notably but without in case of deliberate provision of false information or wilful failure to comply with the requirements set forth in art. 6 of this Policy.

The consequences or sanctions which the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission may issue include:

· Ineligibility for as long as this Policy remains in effect (to the extent not already finally decided in the absence of an objection).

· Ineligibility for a period to be served in any event and irrespective of whether or not the Policy remains in effect.

· Disqualification of all or part of the results obtained in competitions to which the Athlete participated on the basis of the Policy.

· Fine up to US$ 5’000.-- against the Athlete or Athlete Support Personnel and up to US$ 100’000.-- against a national federation

The adjudication competence of the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission pursuant to this Policy is without prejudice to the jurisdiction of the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission or another IWF body to issue further consequences or sanctions if the circumstances at stake do fall within the scope of application of other existing provisions of the IWF Constitution or other IWF Policies.

The proceedings shall be conducted in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission.

Decisions of the Ethics and Disciplinary Commission are exclusively subject to appeal to the Court of Arbitration for Sport.

9. Entry into force, amendments, repeal

This Policy enters into force immediately.

It may be amended from time to time or repealed by the IWF Executive Board.

This Policy as well as any amendment thereof shall be promptly published on the IWF website.

Policy issued by the IWF Executive Board on 12 May 2023

Annex 4
4 Olympic Congress* 
The Olympic Congress gathers representatives of the constituents of the Olympic Movement, at intervals determined by the IOC; it is convened by the IOC President; its role is consultative. 

Bye-law to Rule 4 

1. 1  The Olympic Congress is convened by the President, upon decision of the Session, and organised by the IOC at a place and on a date determined by the Session. The President shall preside and determine the procedure. 

2. 2  The Olympic Congress consists of the members, Honorary President, honorary members and honour members of the IOC, the delegates representing the IFs and the NOCs; it may also include representatives of organisations recognised by the IOC. In addition, the Olympic Congress is attended by athletes and personalities invited in their individual or representative capacity. 

3. 3  The IOC Executive Board determines the agenda of the Olympic Congress after consultation with the IFs and the NOCs. 

Annex 5
50 Advertising,demonstrations,propaganda* 
1 Except as may be authorised by the IOC Executive Board on an exceptional basis, no form of advertising or other publicity shall be allowed in and above the stadia, venues and other competition areas which are considered as part of the Olympic sites. Commercial installations and advertising signs shall not be allowed in the stadia, venues or other sports grounds. 

2 No kind of demonstration or political, religious or racial propaganda is permitted in any Olympic sites, venues or other areas. 

Bye-law to Rule 50 

1. 1  No form of publicity or propaganda, commercial or otherwise, may appear on persons, on sportswear, accessories or, more generally, on any article of clothing or equipment whatsoever worn or used by all competitors, team officials, other team personnel and all other participants in the Olympic Games, except for the identification – as defined in paragraph 8 below – of the manufacturer of the article or equipment concerned, provided that such identification shall not be marked conspicuously for advertising purposes. 

The IOC Executive Board shall adopt guidelines that provide further details on the implementation of this principle. 

Any violation of this Bye-law 1 and the guidelines adopted hereunder may result in disqualification of the person or delegation concerned, or withdrawal of the accreditation of the person or delegation concerned, without prejudice to further measures and sanctions which may be pronounced by the IOC Executive Board or Session. 

The numbers worn by competitors may not display publicity of any kind and must bear the Olympic emblem of the OCOG. 

2. 2  Any mascot created for the Olympic Games shall be considered to be an Olympic emblem, the design of which must be submitted by the OCOG to the IOC Executive Board for its approval. Such mascot may not be used for commercial purposes in the country of an NOC without the latter’s prior written approval. 

3. 3  To be valid, all contracts of the OCOG providing for any element of advertising, including the right or license to use the emblem or the mascot of the Olympic Games, must be in conformity with the Olympic Charter and must comply with the instructions given by the IOC Executive Board. The same shall apply to contracts relating to the timing equipment, the scoreboards, and to the injection of any identification signal in television programmes. Breaches of these regulations come under the authority of the Executive Board. 

4. 4  The OCOG shall ensure the protection of the property of the emblem and the mascot of the Olympic Games for the benefit of the IOC, both nationally and internationally. However, 

Olympic Charter 95 

the OCOG alone and, after the OCOG has been wound up, the NOC of the country of the host, may exploit such emblem and mascot, as well as other marks, designs, badges, posters, objects and documents connected with the Olympic Games during their preparation and celebration and terminating not later than the end of the calendar year during which such Olympic Games are held. Upon the expiry of this period, all rights in or relating to such emblem, mascot and other marks, designs, badges, posters, objects and documents shall thereafter belong entirely to the IOC. The OCOG and/or the NOC, as the case may be and to the extent necessary, shall act as trustees (in a fiduciary capacity) for the sole benefit of the IOC in this respect. 

5. 5  The provisions of this Bye-law also apply, mutatis mutandis, to all contracts signed by the organising committee of a Session or an Olympic Congress. 

6. 6  The uniforms of the competitors, team officials, and other team personnel may include the flag or Olympic emblem of their NOC and, with the consent of the OCOG, the OCOG Olympic emblem. The IF officials may wear the uniform and the emblem of their IF. 

7. 7  The identification on all technical gear, installations and other apparatus, which are neither worn nor used by competitors, team officials, other team personnel or any other participants in the Olympic Games, including timing equipment and scoreboards, may on no account be larger than 1/10th of the height of the equipment, installation or apparatus in question, and shall not be greater than 10cm high. 

8. 8  The word “identification” means the normal display of the name, designation, trademark, logo or any other distinctive sign of the manufacturer of the item, appearing not more than once per item. 

9. 9  The OCOG, all competitors, team officials, other team personnel and all other participants in the Olympic Games shall comply with the relevant manuals, guides, regulations or guidelines, and all other instructions of the IOC Executive Board, in respect of all matters subject to Rule 50 and this Bye-law. 

Annex 6
6 Olympic Games* 
1.   The Olympic Games are competitions between athletes in individual or team events and not between countries. They bring together the athletes selected by their respective NOCs, whose entries have been accepted by the IOC. They compete under the technical direction of the IFs concerned. 



